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tracted diseases that were due purely to want of proper nourish-
ment or change to a healthy climate. I have now seen such
places and such men. Both men and women of Bengal have a
special talent for spinning, I have watched both working at
Chandpur, Chittagong, Mahajanhat, Noakhali, Comilla, Dacca
and Mymensingh. Everywhere I have found their work to be
on the whole superior to any I have noticed in India. They
were not professional spinners, they were not even habitual spin-
ners, for most had come to please or to honour me if not to humour
me. And yet their work was not to be despised. But for want
of technical skill, this talent and this sacrifice are running to waste.
The majority of the spinning-wheels I saw were indifferent
machines. They were either not working properly or they were
so made as to make their working heavy and give not the maxi-
mum, but the minimum of revolutions of the spindle. Their
yield could, therefore, be very poor. I worked at one such wheel
for fully thirty minutes. My average output is 130 yards per
half-hour. On this Bengal wheel it was only 30 yards. With a
proper charkha it is possible easily to treble the output. It is
no small gain to the nation or the individual to treble his earning
in any given hour. Bengal has a very good and very cheap
wheel. Khadi Pratishthan has an excellent wheel that works well
and sells at rupees two and annas eight. I have not known a
cheaper machine in all India of the same type. I do wish that
Bengal will adopt the Pratishthan model. It is also necessary for
an expert to travel to all the places where wheels are working and
put the wheels in order and destroy where repair is impossible.
The expert may also demonstrate the superiority of the wheel he
may recommend. All this work can only be done by men who
know and who will give the whole of their time and attention to
khaddar work to the exclusion of every thing else. Such organi-
zation is the Khadi Pratishthan and such a specialist is Satish
Babu who has given up everything for the sake of the wheel.
Then there is the unwholesome competition of mixed or half
khaddar with the pure. If the Congress resolutions have any weight
with Congressmen, the latter at any rate can have nothing to do
with mixed khaddar. I hope, therefore, that Congress organiza-
tions that are manufacturing or supporting half-khaddar will cease
to do so. Half-khaddar is generally that stuff whose warp is made
of mill-yarn. Now it is the warp which enables us to test the
quality of yarn. And if we get into the habit of using mill-spun
yarn for warp, we shall never improve the quality of hand-spun
yarn and hence we shall never be able to re-establish hand-spinning